
MORNINGTON GROUP - THURSDAY, 17 MARCH 2016 
Note: you can view these notes online and with active hyperlinks on this website: 

https://2014photoshopsig.wordpress.com/ 

HOW TO ENHANCE YOUR SNAPSHOTS ON AN IPAD/IPHONE OR USING A LAPTOP/DESKTOP 

Part 1 – Using an iPad 

In these notes, I will discuss only how to use the iPad to enhance your snapshots. Anything that I say 

about the iPad can be repeated on the iPhone. 

THE ORIGINAL CAMERA APP 

We are going to assume that you already know how to use the camera app to take photos. If not, brush 

up by reading this article at https://2014photoshopsig.wordpress.com/2015/07/09/using-the-camera-in-

your-iphone/. 

With the camera app open, choose a photo that you wish to edit and tap on the word Edit in the upper 

right hand corner. Be careful that you do not hit delete by accident. 

The Magic Wand tool 

The first thing that you will notice is a magic wand. This is the first tool that you can try.  When you tap it, 

the photo is enhanced and the magic wand changes its colour to blue. To see the before and after, just 

keep tapping the magic wand icon.  

The Crop tool 

The second tool that you will notice is the crop icon. Tap on this. Now notice the white square with the 

arrow in the upper right hand corner. Every time that you tap on this, the image will rotate counter clock 

wise (CCW) by 90 degrees. Try this a few times. The only bad part is that it only goes CCW. But most of 

you are like me in that you are retired and a few extra moves of the finger on the screen doesn't really 

worry us. 

Down in the lower left hand corner you will see the crop ratio selection button. Tap on it once. Then tap 

again to pick the ratio that you want. I am going to use the Square mode for this demo. The screen resizes 

itself to the format that you have picked. 

Each corner of the photo now has a place where you can tap and drag to crop the image. When you 

release your drag, there is a pause. Then the image readjusts itself to the crop. You can still do a tap and 

drag to move the image around if you want to change it. If it looks lousy, just tap on the reset button (in 

blue) on the middle left hand side of your screen. 

You will also see a grid appear on your image that divides it into a tic tac toe box. This is so that you can 

use the rule of thirds. For more information about how cropping and composition go hand in hand, 

please go to http://digital-photography-school.com/?s=cropping. If it still looks lousy, just tap on the 

reset button (in blue) on the middle left hand side of your screen. 

I forgot to mention that you can rotate the image by 45 degrees in either direction. This is helpful if you 

need to straighten up a horizon line. 

When you are satisfied with it, tap on the yellow Done button in the upper left hand corner. 

Note: Any time that you want to start over, just tap the red Revert button. This will take you back to the 

original photo. There is no undo for this action. 

Brief pause for help from the audience. 

The Hue/Saturation tool 
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This looks like three circles in a Venn diagram (for those of you that remember a bit of mathematics).  

When you tap on this, you are shown a selection of thumb nails along the left side of the screen. These 

vary from three different black and white versions to a very bright one called Chrome. Tap on each one to 

see what it looks like. Pick one that you like, and then tap on Done in the upper left hand corner. 

The Light, colour and Black and White tools all rolled up in one! 

The fourth icon on the left of the screen has different sets of tools. Tap on it once. It opens up with 

another slider under the Light button. This gives you a visual way to choose a combination of the 

different light tools. In other words, you are letting the app decide for you. Tap and drag up and down 

with your finger until you find one that you like. 

Now for the part that I enjoy a great deal. Do you see the three white lines at the bottom of the slider? 

They look a bit like bullet points. Tap on this icon and a menu comes up of another six items - exposure, 

highlights, shadows, brightness, contrast and black point. I will only go through one of these since the 

principle is the same for all of them. Let's try the Shadows tool and see what happens. 

Tap on the word Shadows. Another slider appears. With this one, simply tap and drag with your finger up 

and down until you get something that you are satisfied with. And there you are! 

You will find similar menus under Colour (saturation, contrast and cast) and B & W (intensity, neutrals, 

tone and grain). 

Open in other apps - such as Camera + 

The last icon of the five on the left is a cirlce with three dots in it. When you tap on this, this let's you 

open another app directly for more editing. In this case, I will click on the Camera + icon. This opens 

Camera + for further image editing. And when I am done, and close Camera +, the new version now 

shows up in the original Camera app.  

Another brief pause for help from the audience. 

When the image opens in Camera +, we are now looking at five icons along the bottom - scenes, crops, 

the lab, filters and frames. 

The Scenes tool 

This tool adjusts the colour of your image to suit the conditions when the snapshot ws taken. Once again 

there is an Auto button. This is a good starting point. I am happy with that. So I will leave it. With this tool 

you can only click on one of the scenes at a time. 

Some times the Clarity scene works wonders as well as Auto. 

The Crop tool 

In Camera + the crop tool offers a few more ratio choices than in the Camera app. But there is no way to 

straighten the image using the crop tool. That comes under the next tool - The Lab tool 

The Lab tool 

This tool lets you use several effects at once. And each effect can be adjusted. Once you have chosen 

your setting for an effect, you can still decide to not use it after all by tapping on the white X to close it or 

to accept it by tapping on the blue check mark n the right. 

Take your time and have a play with all of these to see which ones that you prefer to work with. 

The next tool can be good fun. 

The Filters tool 



The Filters tool gives me five choices - none, colour, retro, special, and standard. Each category has nine 

choices for you. I have chosen Standard/Chrome to work with. When I tap on the Advanced icon in the 

lower right corner, I get further controls in the way of a slider and an Add Filter icon that will let me stack 

up more than just one filter. Have a go with this and see what you come up with. For myself, I decided to 

stick with just one filter. 

This brings us to the frames tool which can add a finishing touch to your snapshot. 

The Frames tool 

Once again you get a choice of none, simple (nine choices) and styled (another nine choices). I am going 

to pick Dark Grit from the Styles menu. Finally, I tap on the blue done button in the upper right hand 

corner. 

That returns me back to the original Camera app where I tap on Done once more. This time it is in the 

upper left hand corner so as to confuse us and create more questions for the members able to answer 

the questions. 

Another App Called Snapseed (Free!) 

Snapseed has the advantage of saving all of your edits in stacks so that you can come back later and make 

changes without having to start all over again. Quite handy! 

Open up another snapshot. You get a simple looking screen with Open and save at the top, a histogram in 

the bottom left and the Edit icon, a white circle with a pencil in the middle in the lower right hand corner. 

Tap on the edit icon and  you get a heading for Tools (tune image, rotate, selective, detqails, transform, 

healing, crop. brush and vignette). There is also a heading for Filters. Start with the Drama one. It's great. 

Tap on the Tune Image icon. Tap and drag your finger vertically and you get a choice of seven tools. Let's 

try the Brightness tool. First there is the Auto-adjust icon. And second there is a slider but it is not visible. 

Simply tap and drag your finger back and forth in a horizontal direction and watch the number change 

between -100 and +100. 

This brings us to the advantage of Snapseed. All of your editing is done with your finger dragging 

vertically or horizontally on the screen. Easy! Then tap on the check mark to show that you are done. 

The healing tool is just like the healing brush in PS/PE. It is a great way to remove unwanted guests in the 

photo. 

For more on the tools used in snapseed, please go to this website; 

http://theappwhisperer.com/2015/04/22/mobile-photography-tutorial-snapseed-2-0-in-depth-part-1-

theappwhisperer/. 

Part 2 - using a desktop with Photoshop Elememts 

There are many programs available for desktop image editing. Photographers tend to use Lightroom (also 

a free app on the iPad) which acts as both an organiser and as an image editor. 

Another program that is frequently used is Photoshop Elements. Version 13 of this was recently selling 

for only $89 at your local JB Hifi store. Compare this to the latest version 14 that sells for $145. 

This program is divided into two modules - the Organiser and the Editor. 

The Organiser is really good for importing, rating, and culling images. It also has a Quick Fix part that is 

just like it says. It is quick. But it also is a destructive edit. So any changes that you make cannot be 

undone. But then you probably followed best practice by making a copy of the original file to giving it a 

file name such as Work In Progress.jpg so that you know that you are not working on the original file. 
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The other module in PE is the Editor. This has three modes - Quick, Guided and Expert. 

I'd like to show you the first two of these modes tonight. But I may run out of time. If that is the case, 

then thank you for being such a good audience. 

That's all folks! 


